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APPENDIX 

 

SPEECH BY THE MINISTER FOR LIVESTOCK DEVELOPMENT HO N. DR. 

MOHAMMED ABDI KUTI, MP, DURING THE OFFICIAL OPENING  OF THE 

KENYA VETERINARY ASSOCIATION SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCE IN HOTEL 

OUTSPAN, NYERI ON 23RD APRIL 2009 

 

THE PERMANENT SECRETARY, 

THE DIRECTOR OF VETERINARY SERVICES 

THE CHAIRMAN, KENYA VETERINARY ASSOCIATION 

ALL VETERINARIANS, FARMERS 

 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN  

 

I am pleased to be with you here today to preside over the opening ceremony of the 43rd 

Scientific Conference of the Kenya Veterinary Association an important role of continuing 

professional education which is recognized by my ministry. This scientific conference 

provides a unique opportunity for the public and the private sector veterinarians    to exchange 

ideas on how to manage the animal resource industry and especially the livestock sub-sector 

through innovative techniques. 

 

Before I proceed, I need to recognize the role played by the Kenya Veterinary Association in 

emergency services to livestock farmers through joint animal health interventions. The 

association has done contract vaccinations with my ministry and free animal health camps and 

extension programs countrywide. Apart from the farmer education, the association has 

supported major disease control campaigns against major trans-boundary diseases such as 

Foot and Mouth disease, Anthrax, Rabies and Lumpy Skin Disease. This effort is appreciated 

and we thank all partners who are assisting in all forms of development in this country. It is 

government policy to work closely with private sector. The Kenya Veterinary Association 

with its mandate on Veterinary information exchange must ensure that veterinarians are 
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equipped with current scientific information for them to effectively serve the Kenyan public 

in animal health and production. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen: The theme of this years scientific conference is “One Health = 

Human Health + Animal Health” supported by the World Veterinary Day theme of 

 “Veterinarians and Livestock farmers, a winning partnership”, underlines the 

importance of livestock and health sectors collaborating with the public to ensure effective 

management of animal production and health while safeguarding food safety. 

 

The convergence of people, animals and our environment has created a new dynamic in which 

the health of each group is inextricably interconnected. The challenges associated with this 

dynamic are demanding, profound and unprecedented. 

 

On top of that, of the 1,461 diseases now recognized in humans, approximately 60% are due 

to multi-host pathogens characterized by their movement across species lines. And over the 

last three decades, approximately 75% of new emerging human infectious diseases are 

zoonotic. Our increasing interdependence with animals and their products may well be the 

single most critical risk factor to our health and well being with regard to infectious diseases. 

  

Ladies and Gentlemen: the benefits of one health include:  

 

�  Improving animal and human health globally through collaboration among all the 

health sciences especially between the veterinary and human medical 

professionals to address critical needs. 

�  Meeting new global challenges head- on through collaboration among multiple 

professionals – veterinary medicine, human medicine, environmental, wildlife and 

public health. 

�  Developing centres for excellence for education and training in specific areas  

through enhanced collaboration among colleges and  schools of veterinary 

medicine, human medicine and public health   
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�  Increasing professional opportunities for veterinarians 

�  Adding to our scientific knowledge to create innovative programs to improve 

health 

 

 Ladies and Gentlemen: the livestock sub-sector contributes about 11% of the country’s 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and 30% of the Agricultural farm gate value. The sub-sector 

directly or directly or indirectly employs about 50% of Agricultural labour force. Its objective 

is to ensure self-sufficiency in livestock and livestock products and contribute towards 

poverty alleviation. In order to meet these objectives there is need to improve on productivity 

through livestock research, management and proper control of animal diseases. This will 

allow the country to export our livestock and their products such as meat, eggs, dairy products 

and hides and skins to earn foreign exchange. 

 

The livestock sub-sector is expected to play a crucial role in food safety. This involves cross 

border controls, quarantine, clinical practices for animals, animal health and animal welfare, 

research and technical services. This will contribute to the achievement of the government 

policy on economic recovery strategy and strategy for revitalize agriculture both of which 

target poverty alleviation and food security benchmarks. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen: My ministry is undertaking drastic measures aimed at improving the 

livestock sector to ensure that veterinary service meets the international standards set by OIE 

(World Health Organisation): These measures will aim at promoting: 

�  Technical capability through diagnostic capability, early disease detection, emergency 

response, preventive, epidemiological surveillance, quality systems, risk analysis and 

technical innovation 

�  Development of governance structure to address the issues of the animal resource 

industry based on internationally accepted norms to transform the sector into an 

animal resource ministry 

�  My Ministry  will address the issue of staff shortage by ensuring that veterinary 

surgeons, livestock health officers, livestock health assistants and laboratory staff are 
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employed to ensure provision of quality service to the Kenyan farmer up to the grass 

root level 

�  For the ASAL areas, which consist of 80% of this country, my ministry is calling upon 

pastoralists to form Saccos in order for them to be assisted in improving their livestock 

through loans 

�  My priority in the Ministry is to implement policies, which are geared towards 

prevention, control and eradication of major Notifiable and Trans-boundary epizootics 

such as Foot and Mouth Disease, Rinderpest, Rabies, Contagious Bovine Pleuro-

pneumonia and highly pathogenic avian influenza. In this regard, for the ministry to 

effectively control disease through vaccinations we need, KETRI and the animal 

research centre to be relocated to the Ministry OF Livestock Development. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen:  My ministry has finalized the National Livestock Policy and is 

developing a strategic plan for its implementation. Various veterinary legislations including 

that of animal welfare, veterinary surgeons and various veterinary legislation including that of 

animal welfare, veterinary surgeons and the Para-professionals Bill are being reviewed. 

Among the key highlights of the Ministry’s strategy is a focus on the private- public 

partnership engagement with a view to limiting the role of government in the provision of 

private goods and services and strengthening the regulatory functions that can not be enforced 

through self-regulation. The association forms a good entry point on public/private sector 

partnership since its members belong to both sectors and Ministry will support and encourage 

it so that the livestock sub-sector thrives. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen: In the past some farmers and pastoralists lost their livestock after 

using drugs purchased from unqualified personnel, who aren’t qualified to advice them on 

proper use of the products. In this regard, the ministry has taken the following measure   

�  Establish an inspectorate unit to curb drug misuse 

�  Personnel manning Agro-vets should have at least a two years certificate course in 

animal health or agriculture  

�  Inspectorates and all veterinary personnel in various districts countrywide should 
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move out and close all agrovets that don’t meet the desired standards 

�  The public is advised to purchase veterinary drugs and chemicals from Agrovets shops 

only 

�  However in the long term my ministry in implementing the national livestock policy 

will move to establish a veterinary medicine board 

�  The ministry will step up efforts to implement the animal feed stuff and fertilizers act 

cap 345 to safeguard  the quality of animal feed manufactured and sold in kenya 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen: May I urge all veterinarians here today to join the Kenya Veterinary 

Association in addressing animal welfare issues. A strong association should adhere to 

professionalism and dedication to the duty of serving the public through improved livestock 

productivity. I take this opportunity to congratulate the Kenya Veterinary Association for 

winning international recognition of Veterinary Excellence by the World Veterinary 

Association and World Animal Health Organization (OIE) during the 29th World Veterinary 

Congress in Vancouver, Canada in July 2008 by being the inaugural winners of the World 

Veterinary Day award. Your association must continue to play this leading role in marketing 

the country and animal resource industry for the growth of the livestock sub-sector and the 

overall economy. 

 

Budgetary allocation allowing, my ministry will support your association through an annual 

grant to enable you achieve the noble objective you have set out. Resolutions and 

recommendations from this meeting should be shared with my ministry so that we may 

implement what is relevant in our policy development and implementation. 

 

With those remarks, I declare the 43rd Kenya Veterinary Association Scientific Conference 

officially open. 
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SPEECH BY THE MINISTER FOR FISHERIES DEVELOPMENT HO N. DR. 

OTUOMA, P. NYONGESA, EGH, MP., DURING THE KENYA VET ERINARY  

ASSOCIATION (KVA) SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCE HELD ON  TH URSDAY 23RD 

APRIL, 2009 AT THE OUTSPAN HOTEL, NYERI. 

 

Minister for Livestock Development Hon. Dr. Mohammed Kuti, EGH, MP 

Assistant Minister, Hon. Aden Duale, 

Permanent Secretary, Mr. Patrick Khaemba, 

Director of Veterinary Services, Dr. Peter Ithondeka 

The Chairman, KVA, Dr. Christopher Wanga 

Members of the Kenya Veterinary Association 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

The Kenya veterinary association established in 1966 and registered in 1967 is the premier 

veterinary association for all veterinary surgeons registrable under the Veterinary Surgeons 

Act Cap 360 laws of Kenya. 

 

The association whose objectives include safeguarding and guaranteeing the health and 

welfare of all animals, national leadership in animal health resource industry development, 

continuing veterinary education and the welfare of its members has come along way in 

ensuring the profession is thriving and earns due recognition in Kenya and internationally. 

 

I want to congratulate the Kenya Veterinary Association for winning an international award 

for veterinary excellence presented during the 29th World Veterinary congress held in 

Vancouver Canada courtesy of the World Animal Health organization (OIE) and World 

Veterinary Association (WVA). The activities the association carried out to enable it win the 

award for the World Veterinary day underlines the maturity of the veterinary profession in 

Kenya and this is a bench mark that it is as good as any other in the world. I call upon the 

association to utilize this honour in spearheading the growth of the animal resource industry 

whose success lies in solid professionalism.  



�
�
�

���������	��	�
�	�������
�
����	����
��	����������	 �����
�����

� �

Ladies and Gentlemen  

The veterinarian should be ready to play his role in food safety issues, animal production and 

health management for all animals’ species ranging from companion animals all the way 

through food animals, marine and wild animals.  

 

The annual meetings hosted by the association have served an important role in safeguarding 

livestock based economies not to mention benefits from other animal resources through 

information exchange and sharing of advancements in science to support the industry and help 

generate incomes. 

 

As I preside over this important occasion of awards and honours to distinguished scholars, 

industry players and veterinary surgeons its my pleasure to recognize the role the association 

has played in initiating this inaugural important event. Honors serve to motivate performers to 

improve and impact more on society since no amount of money can reward achievers in their 

own careers and community service. We recognize past honors such as the veterinarian of the 

year but such diverse categorization is precedent setting where we are going to honour unto 

eleven categories of achievers underlying the important contributions to the industry. As one 

of your own and a government minister I urge you to rededicate your efforts in ensuring the 

animal resource industry is beneficial to the country at large and to the individual members of 

this association strive to build your association to enable it maintain its newly attained status 

of global recognition and spearheading reforms in the sector through advocacy and 

professionalism. 

 

To KVA congratulations for your selfless commitment in ensuring growth of the profession, 

and we promise to fully support you achieve your intended objectives.   

 

Thank you and God Bless 
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SPEECH BY THE MINISTER OF LIVESTOCK DEVELOPMENT HON . 

MOHAMMED ABDI KUTI, MP, DURING THE WORLD VETERINARY  DAY IN 

LAIKIPIA EAST, NANYUKI ON 25TH APRIL 2009. 
 

The Permanent Secretary, 

The director of Veterinary services, 

The chairman, Kenya Veterinary Association, 

All Veterinarians, Farmers,  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

I am pleased to be here today to preside over the opening of this learning day commemorating 

the world veterinary day. I am grateful to note that the Kenya Veterinary Association in 

conjunction with the ministry have organized this field day to mark this important day in the 

livestock sub-sector. 

The open learning day has brought together veterinarians, farmers and other stakeholders in 

livestock sub-sector to impart skills and knowledge in animal health, production and 

management. 

The World Veterinary Day is commemorated every year during the last week of April. This 

day was declared by the World Veterinary in the year 2000. It was first celebrated I 2001 in 

over 100 member countries of the world affiliated to the World Veterinary Association and 

recognized by the World Animal Health Organization (OIE). Kenya Veterinary Association is 

an affiliate of the World Veterinary Association jointly with the ministry has been hosting the 

event annually by organizing farmer’s education forums and free animal health clinics. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, this is a day which provides opportunity for the veterinarians to reflect 

on one of their objectives which is promotion of animal welfare, with the overall goal of 

increasing production and productivity of animals. Increased production and productivity will 

enable the farmer to increase food production for domestic consumption and sale of surplus to 

generate income. 
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The role played by the Kenya Veterinary Association in emergency services to livestock 

farmers through joint animal health interventions cannot be over emphasized. The 

Associations has done contract Vaccinations with the ministry and free animal health camps 

and extension programs countrywide. Apart from the farmers’ education, the Association has 

supported major disease control campaigns against major Trans boundary diseases such as 

foot and mouth disease, Anthrax, Rabies and Lumpy Skin disease. The effort is appreciated 

and we thank all partners who are assisting in all forms of development in this country to 

ensure that Millennium Development goals and Vision 2030 are achieved. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen: the theme of today’s field day is “Veterinarians and Livestock farmers 

a winning partnership”. It is a reflection of the World Veterinary Day theme that is potential 

in the livestock sector that can only be fully exploited if the animal welfare is given due 

prominence and the veterinarians play a leading role in animal production and health 

management. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, Kenya agricultural sector contributes to 24% to the national gross 

domestic product (GDP). Of this, the livestock sub-sector accounts for 50% of the total 

agricultural sector contribution to GDP, which is equivalent to 12% of overall national GDP. 

It employs 50% of agricultural labor force and accounts for over 30% of the farm gate value 

of agricultural commodities. In the ASAL areas, the livestock sub-sector accounts for over 

90% of employment and is main source of livelihood of the communities living there. 

However, productivity within the sub-sector has remained low despite the enormous level of 

investment. This level of productivity has been because of several challenges. The livestock 

sub-sector has nevertheless has been operating on outdated legal and regulatory framework, 

which is partly responsible for the adverse effects on productivity, trade and effective 

competition. There is no comprehensive and inclusive land policy covering use of 

administration, tenure and security and delivery systems of land particularly in the ASAL 

areas. This has occasionally results to some overexploitation of the resources leading to 

environmental degradation. 

Taking cognisance that equitable and inclusive development of livestock sub-sector could 

substantially contribute to raising levels of nutrition, improving agricultural productivity and 
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overall living standards of people, the government implemented several development projects. 

These projects did not however have any significant impact on productivity and livestock 

dependent communities remained impoverished in poverty. This was because the technically 

oriented livestock sector interventions were not guided by appropriate legal and policy 

framework. The national livestock policy, which has been in use, was developed in 1980 and 

over time; many changes within the industry have taken place. In early 1990s, the government 

liberalized the national economy. It withdrew from rendering services like artificial 

insemination, tick control, clinical services and would not guarantee markets for livestock 

products. The livestock feeds were also decontrolled. Since entry of the private sector was not 

adequately prepared, farmers were unable to access the services. The livestock feed s become 

unaffordable and quality was compromised, markets collapsed and prices of inputs and 

services skyrocketed. With all these changes, the livestock industry continued to thrive under 

outdated national livestock policy that would not effectively guide it on a growth pathway. 

The ministry has undertaken comprehensive reviews of the sub-sector’s policies and laws. 

The new national livestock policy, which is soon to be operationalized, is expected to address 

prevailing sector challenges in the context of livestock breeding, nutrition and feeding, 

disease control, livestock marketing, value addition, research and extension. 

Individual commodity policies are also in review, in development with purpose of guiding the 

respective development initiative. These include; 

• Dairy Development and Bill 

• The Animal Feedstuffs Policy 

• The National Poultry Policy 

• Apiculture Development Policy 

• National Animal Breeding Policy 

Promoting sub-sector policy changes in the livestock sub-sector is challenging because the 

sector depends on policies outside their jurisdiction such as land policy act and the prevailing 

micro-economic policies as well as infrastructure development. A coordinated effort is 

therefore required in the development of some policies like the ASAL development policy. 
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Ladies and Gentlemen, in an effort to add impetus to the sub-sector’s development, other 

policy initiatives have been proposed as follows: 

1. Expansion of strategic grain reserve into strategic food reserve (SFR) that will contain 

animal food items particularly corned meat and powdered milk. The proposal will 

initially see 40,000 and 20,000 metric tons of corned meat and powdered milk 

respectively included in the SFR. These quantities will be reviewed with the aim of 

increasing them in line with projected demands that may be occasioned with climate 

changes. 

2. Establishment of Livestock enterprise Development Fund. The fund will enable 

livestock keepers and traders readily access operational resources for development 

purposes. The now common emergency livestock off take will be institutionalized 

under this fund. 

3. Creation of National Strategic Feed Reserve (NSFR). This feed reserve will enhance 

accessibility to feeds to cushion effects of recurring droughts. 

4. The Kenya Livestock Marketing Board will be established to promote livestock trade 

and actualize international trade agreements. 

5. Kenya Livestock Inspectorate Board will be created to oversee quality control and 

assurance of the internationally agreed standards. 

6. Establishment of Kenya Livestock Breeding Board to coordinate, regulate and sustain 

breeding programmes and develop policies to govern breeding. 

7. National Poultry Development Board will be established to regulate and spearhead 

development of poultry industry. 

8. The Livestock Research Institute with mandate to carry out livestock research. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, I wish to take this opportunity to thank the sponsors of this important 

event especially Kenya Veterinary Association, International Fund for Animal Welfare 

(IFAW), Kenya Society for the Protection and Care of Animals (KSPCA) through the Donkey 

Sanctuary, Pharmaceutical Companies, Arid Land Resource Management and others who 

have contributed in one way or another to make this day a success. 
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Ladies and Gentlemen: it is now my pleasure to declare the World Veterinary Day in Laikipia 

East, Officially Launched. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


