
This year, the Kenya Veterinary Association’s W.V.D. celebrations were organized in 

partnership with the Ministry of Livestock Development, the Arid Land Resource 

Management and Farmers as the principal partners. KVA carried out PPR vaccinations of 

sheep and goats in Nairobi North, East and West Districts, Thika and Kieni East and 

West in Nyeri North district in preparation for the World Veterinary Day celebrations in 

early April 2009 courtesy of the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) project.   

 

KVA carried out various activities including: Farmers’ education forums, vaccinations 

(against PPR, FMD, LSD, Rabies and Tetanus), deworming, clinics, vector control and 

laboratory diagnostics. The event was attended by the local Member of Parliament, Hon. 

Nemesyus Warugongo, the Minister of Livestock Development represented by the 

Director of Veterinary Services, Kenya Veterinary Association led by Dr. Wanga 

Christopher (outgoing chairman) and the incoming Chairperson, Dr. Ouko, Provincial 

Veterinary Director of Veterinary Services (Dr Teresa Gichane) and the Dean Faculty of 

Veterinary Medicine (University of Nairobi), Kieni East District Officer (Deborah 

Mwarania), Agricultural Society of Kenya Chairman (Joseph Gachagua), 64 veterinary 

surgeons, 21 veterinary students, over 1300 farmers, representative non-governmental 

organization and veterinary pharmaceutical industry players. 

 
 
Dr. Mwirigi demonstrates to farmers how to handle a donkey during the WVD celebrations as other 
participants look on. 
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ACTIVITIES 

Field days 

Pestis Petit des Ruminantes Vaccinations  

Kenya Veterinary Association (KVA) carried out a PPR vaccination of sheep and goats 

in Nairobi North and East Districts, Thika and Kieni East and West in Nyeri North 

district in preparation for the World Veterinary Day celebrations.   

 

The campaign began on March 23rd 2009 at Kieni West and ended on 16th April 2009.  A 

total of 138,681 shoats (97,328 sheep and 41,353 goats) were vaccinated against PPR  

 

 
Vets vaccinate goats and sheep against PPR in Thika area during the Vaccination campaign in 
preparation for the World Veterinary Day celebrations 
 

21st April Field days  

KVA carried out field days in four areas in Nyeri district namely:-  

1. Lusoi 

2. Kiamariga 

3. Kianganangu  

4. Kabiruini 
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All these areas had cattle dips which were charged and animal dipped as a tick control 

strategy. The animals also received clinical care, deworming and vaccinations. The 

farmers were educated on animal husbandry KVA used a drama club and local dance 

groups to pass the messages to farmers.  

 

This area has dairy animals although it borders very arid neighbourhood i.e. Laikipia, 

Isiolo and Meru. Animals were vaccinated against Foot and Mouth disease, Lumpy Skin 

Disease, Anti-rabies, Pestis Petit des Ruminates (PPR), Clinical cases will attended to 

and farmers educated on animal husbandry (disease control, breeding and animal 

welfare). Government representatives from the Ministry of Livestock, Kilimo and animal 

resource stakeholders were invited to grace the occasion. 

 

There was entertainment in form of songs with educative messages on food insecurity, 

animal welfare and public health from the Boran, Turkana and Kikuyu communities 

residing in the area, and a drama group also performed skits that educated farmers on 

public health issues. 

 

 
Kabete drama club educate farmers through acting on the importance of seeking professional vet services, 
during the WVD celebration 
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Farmers line-up with their dogs for anti-rabies vaccination, in the background cattle are dipped 
World Veterinary Day Celebrations 

  

 
Entrance to the venue of the WVD field day 
 

World Veterinary Day celebrations  

The Kenya Veterinary Association celebrated the World Veterinary Day Celebrations in 

Icuga area, in Laikipia East, Nanyuki. This is an area with enormous animal-wildlife-

human conflict. 
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 The guests during the occasion included a representative of the Minister of Livestock, 

the area member of parliament Hon. Nemesyus Warugongo , the Minister of Livestock 

Development represented by the Director of Veterinary Services, Kenya Veterinary 

Association led by Dr. Wanga Christopher (outgoing chairman) and the incoming 

Chairperson, Dr. Ouko, Provincial Veterinary Director of Veterinary Services (Dr Teresa 

Gichane) and the Dean Faculty of Veterinary Medicine (University of Nairobi), Kieni 

East District Officer (Deborah Mwarania), Agricultural Society of Kenya Chairman 

(Joseph Gachagua), representative from the Kenya Wildlife Society, 64 veterinary 

surgeons, 21 veterinary students, over 1300 farmers, representative non-governmental 

organization, veterinary pharmaceutical industry players, and the print and electronic 

press from national private media houses and one government owned media house and 

local vernacular media stations to publicize the event. 

 

 

 

 
Animals wait to enter the crush during the WVD celebrations in Icuga, Laikipia East. 
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