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Animals received clinical care, dipping (tick vector control); deworming, vaccinations 

against Pestis de Petitis Ruminantes (PPR), Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD), Lumpy Skin 

Disease (LSD), Rabies and Tetanus, and the farmers were educated on animal husbandry. 

The Ministry of Livestock staff from Karatina Veterinary Investigation Laboratories also 

participated where they provided free laboratory diagnostic services, which aided in 

disease diagnosis hence accurate clinical interventions. Since this was an animal-wildlife-

human conflict prone area, part of the days’ messages centred on mitigating the peaceful 

co-existence of these three parties. Once again a drama club and local dance groups were 

used to pass educative information to farmers.  

 

Below is a tabulation of the veterinary exercises carried out during all the field days and the totals 

 

Vet. services Cattle Goats Sheep Dogs Cats Donkey 

FMD Vaccination 3,325 - - - - - 

LSD Vaccination 3,097 - -  - - 

PPR Vaccination - 247 1,107 - - - 

Rabies Vaccination  - - - 280 21 16 

Tetanus 

Vaccination 

- - - - - 16 

Dipping  1,373 - - - - - 

Deworming  420 - 2,306 - - 31 

Treatment  423 - 23 - - - 

 

A total of 1,304 farmers received extension services from sixty veterinary surgeons and 

21 final year veterinary students. In addition the managements of the following cattle dips 

were given acaricides: - Icuga cattle dip 15 litres, Kaburaini, Gitero and Kihato each got 

5 litres of acaricides that was donated by the veterinary pharmaceutical companies.  The 

members of Thungeri who had the highest number of small stock were given 12 litres of 

dewormers. 
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Highlights of the scientific conference 

Scientific conference was officially opened by Hon. Mohammed Abdi Kuti, MP and the 

Minister of Livestock Development on 22nd April 2009.  This was a three day event that 

attracted a total of 31 presentations. It presented an opportunity for the animal resource 

industry players to learn new developments, challenges and suggest interventions to 

address the challenges. 

 

During this scientific conference, over 200 participants who included veterinary 

surgeons, researchers and other animal industry key players namely: Ministry of 

Livestock Development, Kenya Veterinary Association, Kenya Wildlife Society, 

Agricultural Market Development Trust (AGMAK), Kenya Society for the Protection 

and Care of Animals (KSPCA) through the Donkey Sanctuary, Kenya Network for 

Dissemination of Agricultural Technologies (KENDAT), Arid Land Resource 

Management, Pharmaceutical industry and Non-governmental organizations. 

 

Topics covered include:  

o Disease surveillance, biosecurity and emergency preparedness  

o Animal production, welfare and care 

o Judicious use of veterinary pharmaceutical products  

o Public health challenges  

o Legal and/or policy framework  

o International standards 

o Human/ Wildlife conflict management 

o Food safety issues 

o Challenges facing the current Veterinary training in a dynamic world 

o Knowledge management Communication  

o Developing networks to enhance utilization of livestock resources in Arid and 

semi arid areas. 

o The role of retired veterinarians in a functioning veterinary practice in Kenya. 
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The Minister for Livestock Development, Hon. Dr. Mohammed Abdi Kuti (Arrow) posses with the 
participants after officially opening the Kenya Veterinary Association, 43rd Scientific conference at 
Outspan Hotel, Nyeri. 

 

Press coverage  

The activities were widely covered by the media, both national and regional vernacular 

stations. The chairman, Dr. Wanga, got one hour television coverage on the Kenya 

Broadcasting Corporation (KBC) on Monday, 20th April 2009 from 8.00 -9.00 am. This 

was followed by a series of electronic broadcasts in local vernacular (Kikuyu) stations 

including Coro FM, Kenya News Agency (KNA), Inoro FM and Country FM, and 

Kiswahili stations namely Citizen Radio and KBC Radio. 

 

The event was also covered by the Nation newspaper, which highlighted the challenges in 

the livestock industry including shortage of veterinarians in the public sector as presented 

by the Minister for Livestock Development, the themes of the Scientific Conference and 

the World Veterinary Day celebrations. Standard news paper also captured the 

celebrations (check the last page- Newspaper caption) 
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Hon. Dr. Mohammed Abdi Kuti, Minister for Livestock  Development Addressing journalists on 
issues pertaining the animal resource industry. Looking on is Dr. Wanga (left) and Dr. Ithondeka 
(right). 
 

 

 
Guests during the World Veterinary Day celebrations. From the Left: Area District Officer, Dr. 
Ithondeka (DVS), Mr. Warugongo (Area Member of Parliament), Dr. Wanga (Out-going Chairman, 
KVA) and Dr. Ouko (Incoming KVA chairperson) among others. 
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Director Veterinary Services’ remarks 

In his presentations on the challenges of veterinary disease control and food safety in 

Kenya, the director reminded the attendees that the department of veterinary services is 

charged with the responsibility of managing all animal health matters and works in 

conjunction with the Ministry of Public health and Sanitation and Kenya Bureau of 

Standards who together carries out the mandate of ensuring food safety. Among the 

success of the department include: successful management of Rinderpest. Disease of 

concern include: Foot and Mouth, Lumpy Skin Disease, Contagious Caprine 

PleuroPneumonia (CCPP), PPR, Rabies, Anthrax, Newcastle and Infectious Bursal 

Disease. Other diseases include Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI), Spongiform 

Encephalopathy, Caprine Arthritis Encephalitis, Scrapie among other diseases.  

 

 
 
Director of Veterinary Services, Dr. Ithondeka addresses a gathering during WVD celebrations in 
Icuga, Laikipia East. 
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