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A Veterinary Surgeon vaccinating a camel During the World Veterinary Day Celebrations 
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What KVA planned to do as depicted by the advertisement.
See attached newspaper advertisement
KVA’s Achievement for the World Veterinary Day Celebrations

During this year’s WVD on 24th April 2010 was held in the Arid and Semi arid (ASAL) parts of the country, Garissa in Northern Kenya. Various activities were carried out and these included, farmers’ education forum (extension services), vaccination of livestock against Black quarter and anthrax disease, sheep and goat pox, lumpy skin disease and examination and treatment of the sick animals. 
The event was attended by many dignitaries namely: Minister for Fisheries Development, Assistant Minister of Livestock Development who is also the area member of Parliament, Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Livestock, Director of Veterinary Services, Provincial Director of Veterinary Services of North Eastern Province, Dean of the faculty of Veterinary medicine University of Nairobi, District commissioner, Chiefs and Assistant Chiefs, 105 veterinarians, representative of Non-governmental organisations, pharmaceutical company representatives, 432 farmers and other civil servants in the area.
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Goats herded together waiting for their turn for treatment
AREA COVERED 
The arrow is showing the area where the activities were carried out

This is one of the Arid and Semi arid (ASAL) parts of Kenya. The main activity here is pastoralism. Therefore farmers have large herds of cattle, goats and camels. During the droughts this area is mostly affected.
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ACTIVITIES
SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCE AT ALMOND RESORT
21st to 23rd April 2010 
 

Almond Resort is a hotel in Garissa town in North Eastern Province in Kenya about 400km from Nairobi. The Scientific conference was officially opened by Hon. Paul Otuoma, Minister for Fisheries Development on 21st April 2010 in Almond Resort. It presented an opportunity for the animal resource industry players to learn new developments, challenges and suggest interventions to address them. The conference was attended to by over 200 participants who included veterinarians, researchers and other stakeholders in animal industry.
During the scientific conference the thematic areas included
· Veterinary services, animal health & welfare 

· Legal, policy & professional issues:

· Public health and its challenges 

· Environmental health & conservation
· Veterinary socio-economics and emerging challenges
· Traceability of livestock and livestock products
· Veterinary practice, companion animal 

· Camel health & production: 

· Public health,
· Animal production and marketing 
The conference was very motivating and members attended all the sessions. The theme,’ One World One Health’ was well articulated. Papers were from diverse topics and one that generated a lot of interest was a paper on Inhibitory potential of lactobacillus species against bacterial vaginosis associated bacteria. (Study done on humans).
PICTURES OF CONFERENCE
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The Minister for Fisheries Development Hon. Paul Nyongesa Otuoma giving a speech during the opening ceremony of the Scientific Conference.

Standing to his right are members of the KVA North Eastern Branch waiting for their branch to be launched by the Minister. 

SPEECH BY THE MINISTER FOR FISHERIES DEVELOPMENT HON. DR. PAUL NYONGESA OTUOMA, EGH, MP DURING THE OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE 44TH KENYA VETERINARY ASSOCIATION ANNUAL SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCE AT ALMOND RESORT, GARISSA.

The Chairman Kenya Veterinary Association

The Provincial Commissioner North Eastern

Head of Livestock Programs Arid Lands Resource Management Projects

Ministry Officials

Livestock Industry Stakeholders

Members of Kenya Veterinary Association

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am honoured to officiate at this great occasion where you host the 44th Kenya Veterinary Association (KVA) Scientific Conference here today. I wish to welcome you to this important forum that seeks to sensitize stakeholders in improving the livestock sector especially the utilization of the ASAL areas which are home to majority livestock in Kenya. The theme ‘One World, One Health’ in improving the livestock sector and animal resource industry in general; indicates that the world has awakened to the link between animal disease and public health.

It has long been known that 60% of known infectious diseases are common to humans and animals (whether domestic or wild); 75% of recent emerging human diseases came from animals and 80% of the pathogens that could potentially be used in bioterrorism are zoonotic. It is also known that human populations need a regular diet of protein particularly from milk, eggs or meat, and that a deficiency can also be a public problem.

The unprecedented movement of commodities and people between nations provides opportunities for pathogens to spread and multiply. Further, climate change can enable pathogens to extend their range, notably through vectors, such as insects colonizing new areas that up until a few years ago were too cold for them to survive the winter.

Distinguished Guests,

The only way to minimize the impact of these new hazards is to adapt the existing systems of animal and public health governance at world, regional and national levels in a harmonized and coordinated manner. From the animal health perspective, One World, One Health’ should eventually lead all countries to make a firm commitment to establishing mechanisms for the early detection of disease outbreaks, as well as allowing rapid implementation, by veterinarians, of any required preventive or therapeutic measure directed to animals. From the human health perspective, ‘One World, One Health’ should induce all countries to adopt a united approach by veterinarians and human physicians for the control of zoonotic disease, especially with regard to the prevention and post-exposure treatment of these disease.

In Kenya, KVA has consistently hosted these informative scientific conferences which serve as avenues for continuous professional development and a focus for the animal resource industry stakeholders’ audit for the past 44 years.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

KVA which is an association of Veterinary Surgeons registered by the Kenya Veterinary Board (KVB) under Cap 366 laws of Kenya the Veterinary Surgeons Act, comprises of members drawn from private practice, government service, state corporations, pharmaceutical industry, meat industry, milk industry, breeding services non-governmental organizations, international bodies, public and private universities, national and international research institutions. The association through its objectives of; Preservation and maintenance of the dignity of the veterinary profession, guaranteeing the health and welfare of the veterinarian and human kind through professional veterinary services, generation and dissemination of veterinary information locally and internationally while safeguarding and guaranteeing the welfare and health of all animals, must effectively play their role to ensure the country obtains stable food security and safety status.

As a government, we recognise the activities carried out by the association which resulted to funding allocation through a government grant to improve your capacity in supporting the animal resource industry. The activities carried out by the association include:

· Field days aimed at offering quality veterinary support to farming communities, emergency and disaster mitigation support for animals in partnership with stakeholders.

· Building capacity of the animal resource industry stakeholders, hosting scientific conferences including international rabies day and the world veterinary day celebrations, among others have gone a long way to revitalize the animal resource industry in the country.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

We must be guided by the livestock sector policies alongside other Government policy initiatives such as the ‘Vision 2030’ and the ‘Agriculture Sector Development Strategy’ (ASDS), which are an improvement and not a replacement of previous policy statements such as poverty reduction and the rural development strategies. The primary goal of the ‘Vision 2030’ is to achieve a middle level income country and recognises that agriculture and rural development are critical in achieving this goal through enhanced food security, increased social and physical well-being for the rural people in a more sustainable environment and natural resources.

I am therefore looking forward to these conference proceedings with full hope that you will examine, in reasonable depth, new ways to improve the livestock so that the farmers and the country can benefit safe and sufficient animal products. 

As a government, our objective remains that of providing necessary contributions to the country’s economic growth, poverty reduction, employment creation and contributing to food security through availability of quality and high value livestock and livestock products. This objective is even more challenging today when we appreciate the fact that diets of children and a majority of household members is deficient in foods and the associated micro-nutrients of animal source. We take this as a major challenge, in addition to the high cases of people living with HIV/AIDS, factors that slow our progress to achieving increased livestock productivity. We need professionals to provide us with advice. We are aware that we cannot achieve meaningful progress in development without making use of our professionals and we expect to expand our consultations with you in livestock production.

The association had made a request to my ministry to create a training collaboration for veterinarians in various aspects of fisheries management and disease control, a proposal we are considering seriously in order to boost capacity in certification of fisheries products and management of our national aquaculture program. Veterinarians are expected to be responsible for all aspects of animal production, health and marketing and therefore I wish to urge to take full responsibility in supporting the Government in improving the animal resource industry. 

In conclusion, I once again wish to thank the organisers of this conference, especially the KVA, the Arid Lands Resource Management Project, Pharmaceutical industry, non-governmental agencies, the Ministry of Livestock Development and including those who may have contributed in various ways towards this successful forum. It is our hope that the association shall maintain the hosting of this annual forum for stakeholders engagement.

I wish to take this opportunity to wish you fruitful deliberations and I look forward to receiving the symposium’s proceedings and resolutions.

With these remarks, I declare the 44th KVA Annual Scientific Conference officially opened.

A section of the participants during the scientific conference
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Mr. Kenneth Lusaka, Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Livestock Development addressing the conference participants.
WORLD VETERINARY DAY CELEBRATIONS
24th April 2010 

The World Veterinary Day celebrations were carried out in three different sites, namely

1. Korakora centre situated about 30 km from Garissa town

2. Saka centre situated about 74km from Garissa town

3. Bangale centre situated about 105 km from Garissa town
After the scientific conference, all the participants were divided into three groups and group leaders selected. The drugs and vaccines were also packed into three batches each group taking one batch. The hotel management had to organise for packed lunch for the participants since the centres were in remote areas with no facilities to buy any food. The group leaders made sure they had enough food and water for the day for their group members.
On 24th April 2010 the participants left the hotel early in the morning in three different buses to different centres.  KVA carried out free vaccinations, free treatment, free deworming of livestock and extension services to farmers on the World Veterinary Day (WVD) in the three different locations concurrently. 

It was a day worth remembering since everyone participated, the young and the old, the seniors and the juniors, the veterinarians and the non-veterinarians. Team spirit was demonstrated.

A major public gathering of farmers, veterinarians, politicians and the government officials was held in Korakora centre. The guests during the occasion included Assistant Minister of the Ministry of Livestock Development, Director of Veterinary Services, Provincial Director of Veterinary Services (PDVS), Dean of faculty of Veterinary Medicine University of Nairobi, Vice President of Africa Veterinary Association, Draught Management Officer, KVA chairman and other officials, representatives of the non-governmental organisations operating in the area, representatives of pharmaceutical companies.
PICTURES OF PUBLIC MEETING

[image: image9]
Guests arrive in Korakora, one of the venues for World Veterinary Day celebrations led by Dr. Elizabeth Ouko, Chairman, KVA (right) 
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Hon Dualle, Assistant Minister of Livestock Development reading his official speech during the World Veterinary Day.

SPEECH BY THE ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR LIVESTOCK DEVELOPMENT HON. ADEN DUALLE, MP DURING THE 10TH WORLD VETERINARY DAY CELEBRATIONS IN GARISSA ON 24TH APRIL 2010.

The Chairman Kenya Veterinary Association

The Provincial Commissioner North Eastern/Dean Faculty of Veterinary Medicine

Head of Livestock Programs Arid Lands Resource Management Projects

Ministry Officials

Livestock Industry Stakeholders

Members of Kenya Veterinary Association

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am please to be here with you at this 10th World Veterinary Day Celebrations in this region. This is an important world event that is being marked worldwide while locally it is hosted by the Kenya Veterinary Association (KVA) in conjunction with my Ministry as we highlight the importance of the animal resources especially livestock and the role played by veterinarians in ensuring our animals remain healthy and are safe for human consumption both locally and internationally. The theme for this year ‘One World, One Health, One Health’ is essential in underlying the role livestock plays in human health indicating that world has awakened to the link between animal diseases and public health.

World Veterinary Day was first celebrated by the World Veterinary Association (WVA) and the affiliate associations globally in 2001 and since then it is celebrated annually on the last Saturday of April. In 2008 WVA and the World Veterinary Day Award aimed at rewarding the most successful celebration on the veterinary profession by national veterinary associations, alone or in cooperation with any other selected veterinary body or government.

Ladies and Gentlemen, I am happy to report that the KVA won the inaugural World Veterinary award of veterinary excellence in 2008. I would like to further state that I represented the ministry in the award ceremony jointly with the association led by the then chairman Dr. Christopher Wanga in Vancouver Canada during the 29th World Veterinary Congress.

In Kenya the event has been hosted by the KVA consistently since 2001 to date throughout this country and this has been increased public response towards the improvement of the livestock sector since their interest has been increased through information dissemination and the availability of technical support from my ministry and relevant stakeholders.

The WVD is one of the best practical models of private-public sector partnerships which are important in sustainable service delivery for our country in the livestock sector. In this event, the pharmaceutical industry, public servants, private sector veterinarians, researchers, non-governmental organizations and the members of public play complimentary roles in bringing out the importance of livestock in our economy while proposing measures for growth.

This year over 50,000 animal of different species will undergo herd health programs of deworming, vaccinations, treatment of all sick animals and extension/training services for all animal owners on modern methods of rearing animals in areas of Bangale, Saka and Kora Kora.

My ministry recognizes the important role played by the private sector in promoting livestock production and health to access local and international markets. A private public partnership at all levels is crucial for ensuring a sustainable quality livestock sector in Kenya. The ministry is acquainted with this as well as the fact close partnership among the private and public sectors are the key to achieving this goal.

Ladies and Gentlemen, I am happy to note that my ministry boasts of highly trained veterinarians most of whom are members of this association where they partner with their private sector colleagues. The association members are well grounded in all aspects of animal health and production. I want to invite all animal owners to utilize these professionals when need arises and my ministry guarantees their regular availability through the government veterinary offices countrywide where contacts for private practitioners can be obtained a well.

Livestock resources are important entry points to poverty alleviation to this country and on this basis, my ministry is focused on development for the sector to improve livelihoods throughout the country. To supplement government efforts, the private sector is invited through provision of private good services where we shall provide the infrastructure for the same.

Low and unreliable rainfall has been a major constraint for livestock development with incidences of drought, flooding and disease outbreaks. ASALs are forced to move in search of the same. This not only affects their lives, but also contributes to conflicts, livestock diseases and other social problems, which have major consequences on the welfare of the affected people.

The prolonged droughts have led to loss of livestock which has led to vulnerability of the communities due to loss of livelihoods. It is therefore imperative that ways be looked into to protect these livelihoods. My ministry was able to buy animals from farmers to avoid massive losses of livestock and provide the farmers with some cash to support the family and restock after the drought. However, we are working on a more sustainable approach that would be appropriate to address sustainability. My ministry together with other stakeholders and the private sector are exploring opportunities to introduce insurance cover that would assist the farmers to be paid in instances where there is prolonged drought and animal losses. The farmers would pay a small premium for the total number of animals in their herd and using the forage cover from satellite pictures determine when the payments would be done. This would create sustainable ways of addressing the drought challenge in the ASAL areas.

In flood mitigation, my ministry has been in the forefront in providing early warning signals to livestock farmers in flood prone areas and has conducted vaccinations against flood related diseases such as Rift Valley Fever, among others.  My ministry is inviting stakeholders to join my technical team in formulating lasting solutions to drought and flooding disasters in our country.

My ministry has stepped up disease control measures countrywide such as the creation of disease free zones. The government through the disease free zones program plans to facilitate access to high-value international markets for livestock commodities. This will be achieved through re-orienting animal health and production toward satisfying international sanitary standards in certain specific geographical areas called zones.

The world is facing a net demand of animal proteins, more so the newly industrialized countries in Asia. This net demand has been referred to as ‘livestock revolution’ as it has opened doors for livestock producing countries to reap great benefits for a long time to come through export of meat and other products. Kenya is one such country. Meat as an economic commodity is earning over Ksh. 70 billion through local sales.

Kenyan meat is in great demand, judging from numerous enquiries from potential importing countries including: Egypt, Malaysia, Qatar, Iran, United Arab Emirates, Uganda, South Africa, Congo and Mauritius. Were Kenyan producers to add value to the meat and export it to these markets the benefits would multiply and lead to better performance of the livestock sector. Access to these markets is constrained by failure to meet sanitary standards and to provide the necessary quality assurances. 

The Kenya Disease Free Zones Program will address these constraints and open these and other markets for the country’s producers. We are reviewing laws such as the Veterinary Surgeons Act to take care of all formally trained animal health providers at certificate, diploma and degree level in order to improve service delivery through regulated practice. Usage of community animal health workers will remain an administrative function for my ministry since their inclusion in our policies and laws may lead to failure to pass risk analysis for countries importing livestock and livestock products from Kenya. My ministry is also working closely with treasury to recruit more veterinary surgeons and technicians who will be able to carry out disease, extension services and meat inspection countrywide.

Foot and Mouth Disease remains the single-most important threat to the performance of our livestock sector. Though many of the infected animals survive, the disease caused devastating economic losses in terms of loss of production, slowed growth rates, infertility and loss of market access. The disease affects a wide range of animal species including cattle, sheep, goats, pigs and wild ruminants. This is the main disease that has necessitated zoning and will be the main focus for the programme. Other diseases that will be addresses include Contagious Bovine Pleuropneumonia, Mad Cow Disease and Rinderpest which are largely absent in the target areas. A certificate of zonal freedom from these diseases would provide the necessary assurance to importing countries and provide opportunities for Kenyan livestock farmers to reap benefits from the ‘Livestock Revolution’.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Meeting international animal health and meat standards requires a new approach to livestock farming. Livestock farmers will be required to raise quality breeds which will grow faster and reach heavier mature weights that the market demands. Stocking rates will have to be just right as dictated by the quantity of pasture, water and care available to the farmer. Trade-sensitive diseases have to be eradicated and a barrier created to prevent re-introduction and re-infection. More importantly, animal farmers and traders have to learn, understand, own, implement and enforce measures that are needed to acquire and maintain zonal disease-freedom.

Ladies and Gentlemen

My ministry has initiated mechanisms of developing regulations and enactment of a law to regulate usage of veterinary drugs to curb the losses attributed to the vice.

With those remarks, I now formally declare the 2010 World Veterinary Day Celebrations officially opened.
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A section of the crowd listening to the speeches during the World Veterinary Day in Korakora. Chief (in uniform) of the area controlling the crowd.
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The area is Arid and Semi Arid. The temperatures are so high that the journalist needed an umbrella in order to cover the event. Even the young were not left behind.
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A house of the local people in Korakora. Note the dry environment
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General vegetation of the area.  Note the houses in the background.
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Draught Management Officer, Mr. Farah giving his speech during the World Veterinary Day.
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Goats in an enclosure waiting for the veterinarians’ attention

[image: image17]
Everyone is getting ready for the exercise. Women were not left behind either.
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A happy farmer driving his goats home after treatment
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Camels were also brought in large numbers
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Animals brought to Korakora for treatment
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Dr. Gakuya prepares to inject a camel as Dr. H.E. Muriithi explains to the guests the camel’s disease.
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A farmer restraining his camel as the veterinarians wait patiently to attend to it

A total of 2,083 heads of cattle, 4,826 camels, 61 donkeys and 20,768 sheep and goats were attended to.
Approximately 500 farmers received extension services from 104 veterinarians who participated.

Below is the summary of all the cases attended to in the three centres
	Veterinary services
	Cattle
	Sheep and goats
	Camels
	donkeys

	Trypanosomiasis 
	91
	-
	530
	-

	Keratoconjunctivitis
	8
	-
	0
	-

	Helminthiasis
	365
	-
	600
	-

	Traumatic wounds
	4
	-
	0
	-

	None specific diagnosis
	6
	8
	0
	-

	External parasites
	318
	1,276
	455
	-

	Dermatomycosis
	1
	1
	0
	-

	Absesses
	-
	142
	0
	-

	Sheep and goats dewormed
	-
	11,189
	0
	-

	Mastitis
	-
	5
	0
	-

	Mange
	-
	11
	74
	8

	Orf
	-
	12
	0
	-

	Sheep and goat pox vaccinations
	-
	6,003
	0
	-

	Trypanosomiasis in cattle
	-
	-
	192
	-

	Dewormed
	-
	-
	200
	-

	External parasites
	-
	450
	147
	-

	Orchitis
	-
	-
	0
	1

	Deworrmed
	-
	-
	0
	46

	Traumatic Wounds treated
	-
	11
	4
	6

	Blanthax vaccinations
	456
	-
	2,624
	-

	Lumpy skin vaccinations
	834
	-
	-
	-

	CCPP vaccinations
	-
	1,660
	-
	-

	TOTAL
	2,083
	20,768
	4,826
	61


PRESS COVERAGE
The activities were widely covered by the media both national and regional vernacular stations. The event was covered by the Standard newspaper which highlighted the challenges in the livestock industry including the position of the association in the current draft constitution. Some of the print media reports are attached.
CONCLUSIONS

The world Veterinary Day Celebrations 2010 was a successful event in Kenya. It brought together various stakeholders in the animal industry who addressed the issues affecting farmers in the ASAL areas. The local leaders were brought together to interact with the local community and have a forum to understand each others’ role in the development of the area while addressing food security issues.

The scientific conference brought together veterinarians and other stakeholders who were enlightened on current issues in the veterinary practise and also created a forum for discussion on issues facing the animal industry. 

PROPOSED ACTIONS
1. KVA will continue to hold field days where free animal health treatments and farmer training are carried out. KVA will mobilize the other stakeholders and create a forum for the players in the animal industry to interact.
2. KVA will organise workshops and seminars to educate farmers and other stakeholders in the animal industry

3. KVA will continue to engage the policy makers in order to help streamline policy issues affecting the smooth running of the Ministry of  Livestock and the animal industry
4. KVA will continue to organise continuous veterinary education events for its members to keep them abreast with the current trends in Veterinary medicine.

5. More consultative meetings between farmers, veterinarians and other stakeholders will be organised in order to improve animal health service delivery and production.

6. KVA will continue to hold joint seminars and scientific conference on zoonotic diseases with the Department of Public Health during Rabies day to emphasise the concept of One World, One Health.
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One World, One Health; more cooperation between veterinarians and physicians
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